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Mr. Charles L. A, Terreni
Public Service Commission of South Carolina
101 Executive Center Drive
Columbia, SC 29211

Frank R. Ellerbe, III

1901 MAIN STREET, SUITE 1200

POST OFFICE BOX 944

COLUMBIA. SOUTH CAROLINA 29202

PH
(B03) 119-8900

FAX

(803) 252-0124

Re: DOCKET NO. 1997-239-C Proceeding to Establish Guidelines for an
Intrastate Universal Service Fund

Dear Mr. Terrini:

This firm is representing several parties in the referenced docket, including the
South Carolina Cable Television Association, CompSouth and Time Warner Telecom. I

am writing on behalf of those parties to respond to the February 7 letter of John Bowen
for the South Carolina Telephone Coalition.

We disagree with the SCTC request to cancel the Universal Service Fund
hearing the Commission has scheduled for April 19, 2007. Through khe operakion of the
USF, the Commission oversees the collection and disbursement of over $53 million

annually. That is an enormous amount of money which is being collected from all South
Carolina ratepayers and given to a select group of telephone companies which are
operating in an increasingly competitive market in this state. As noted by the Legislative
Audit Council in its audit of the USF in 2005, there have been significant changes in the
telecommunications industry since the USF was established which call into question
various aspects of the operation of the fund.

We are aware that the Supreme Court has yet to rule on the appeal of the
original orders establishing the USF and that the Circuit Court appeals of subsequent
orders have been stayed pending the Supreme Court decision. While the appeal
pending at the Supreme Court may in some respects limit the issues which the
Commission can decide, there are many issues concerning the operation of the USF
which can and should be addressed now.

Surely it is appropriate for the Commission to hear from interested parties on how

the USF is operating and how it should be reformed. The USF is a massive transfer of
state subsidy funds to a relatively small group of private companies. Its operations
should be transparent and subject to rigorous scrutiny by the Commission and the
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Office of Regulatory Staff which are the agencies designated by the General Assembly
to oversee the USF.

We applaud the Commission's decision to schedule a hearing in the USF docket
and look forward to participatirlg in that hearing,

Yours truly,

ROBINSON, MCFADDEN 5 MOORE, P.C.

Frank R. Ellerbe, III

FRE/vvp

cc: Parties of record



BEFORE
THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
DOCKET NO. 1997-239-C

IN RE:

Intrastate Universal Service Fund

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

This is to certify that I, Vickie V. Pietschker, a Legal Assistant with the law firm of

Robinson, McFadden 8 Moore, P.C., have this day caused to be served upon the

person(s) named below the LETTER RESPONDING TO THE FEBRUARY 7 LETTER

OF JOHN BOWEN FOR THE SOUTH CAROLINA COALITION in the foregoing matter

by placing a copy of same in the United States Mail, postage prepaid, in an envelope

addressed as follows:

Robert D. Coble, Esquire
Nexsen Pruet, LLC
PO Drawer 2426
Columbia, SC 29202

Gene V. Coker, Esquire
AT8T - Law & Government Affairs
1200 Peachtree Street, NE, Ste. 8100
Atlanta, GA 30309

Patrick W. Turner, Esquire
BeIISouth Telecommunications, Inc.
Post Office Box 752
Columbia, SC 29202

Robert E. Tyson, Jr. , Esquire
Sowell Gray Stepp & Laffitte, LLC
Post Office Box 11449
Columbia, SC 29211



Faye A. Flowers, Esquire
Parker Poe Adams 8 Bernstein, LLP
Post Office Box 1509
Columbia, SC 29202

Darra W. Cothran, Esquire
Woodward, Cothran 8 Hemdon
P.O. Box 12399
Columbia, SC 29211

John J. Pringle, Jr. , Esquire
Ellis, Lawhome 8 Sims, P.A.
Post Office Box 2285
Columbia, SC 29202

Florence P. Belser, General Counsel
Office of Regulatory Staff
Post Office Box 11263
Columbia, SC 29211

Nanette S. Edwards, Esquire
Office of Regulatory Staff
Post Office Box 11263
Columbia, SC 29211

Craig K. Davis, Esquire
1524 Buck Hill Landing
Ridgeway, SC 29205-1327

John F. Beach, Esquire
Ellis, Lawhorne 8 Sirns, P.A.
P.O. Box 2285
Columbia, SC 29202

M. John Bowen, Jr. , Esquire
McNair Law Firm, P.A.
P.O. Box 11390
Columbia, SC 29211

Margaret M. Fox, Esquire
McNair Law Firm, P.A.
P.O. Box 11390
Columbia, SC 29211

Ross Allen Buntrock, Esquire
Womble Carlyle Sandridge 8 Rice, PLLC
1401 Eye Street, 17th Floor
Washington, DC 20005



Lori Reese Patton, Esquire
Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, PLLC
One Wachovia Center, Suite 3500
301 S. College Street
Charlotte, NC 28202

Scott A. Elliott, Esquire
Elliott & Elliott
721 Olive Street
Columbia, SC 29205

Steven W. Hamm, Esquire
Richardson, Plowden, Carpenter & Robinson, PA
1900 Barnwell Street
P.O. Drawer 7788
Columbia, SC 29202-7788

John M.S. Hoefer, Esquire
Willoughby & Hoefer, P.A.
1022 Calhoun Street, Suite 320
Post Office Box 8416
Columbia, SC 29202

Benjamin P. Mustian, Esquire
Willoughby & Hoefer, P.A.
Post Office Box 8416
Columbia, SC 29202-8416

Susan B. Berkowitz, Esquire
SC Appleseed Legal Justice Center
Post Office Box 7187
Columbia, SC 29202

Dated at Columbia, South Carolina this 15 day of February, 2007.

Vickie . Pietsch er


